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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGT0N.D.C. 20301

2 1 SEF 1976

l-10220/76

MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT : State Visi t  by President  Tolbert  of  Liber ia - I NFORMAT I ON
MEMORANDUM

Liberian President Wi 11
v is i t  yesterday. A f t e r
Washington this morning
House.

iam R.  Tolbert ,  Jr .  arr ived in the US on a state
overnight ing in Wil l iamsburg,  he traveled to
where he met with President Ford at the White

President  Ford wi l l  g ive a state dinner for  President  Tolbert  at  the
White House at 8:00 P.M. tonight. On 22 September, President Tolbert
will  speak at the National Press Club and will  host a state reception
at Anderson House from 6:00 to 8:00 P.M.; President Ford is expected
t o  a t t e n d ,  a t  l e a s t  b r i e f l y . You have received an invitation to that
reception. At 10:00 on 23 September President Tolbert wil l  lay a
wreath on the tomb of the Unknown Soldier. He wi 11 address a joint
session of Congress at l2:3O, after which Congressional leaders will
host  a  luncheon for  the Liber ian leader.  He wi l l  meet  with Vice
President  Rockefel ler  later  that  af ternoon. President  Tolbert  a lso
is scheduled to receive an honorary degree from Howard University on
24 September.

After  complet ing the Washington part  of  his state visi t ,  President
Tolbert will depart Washington on 24 September to visit Maryland,
Connecticut and Oklahoma at the invitation of the Governors of those
sta tes . He also will~visit Philadelphia.

No po l i t ica l /mi l i ta ry  issues  are  current ly  outs tanding  wi th  L iber ia .
The country has strategic importance to the US, chiefly becauseiof i ts
important  a ir f ie ld and port  faci l i t ies at  Monrovia,  access to which
is guaranteed by Executive Agreement. The Liberians also permit us
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. to operate VOA and other communication facilities including an Omega
Navigational Station important to the safety of US aircraft and ships
in  Afr ica . Liberia’s armed forces--mostly ground forces and totaling
nearly 6,000 men--are armed wi.th l ight equipment of US origin. The
US has a g-man military mission in Liberia (LIBMISH)--our only MAAG in
West Africa --which trains and advises the Liberian armed .forces. US
secur’ity assistance has totaled some $12 mill ion since 1~950 and is
currently l imited to CONUS training and small amounts of FMS credit.

I have attached a biography of President Tolbert.

Attachment
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WILLIAM RICHARD TOLBERT JR.,

PRESIDENT OF LIBERIA

.

Addressed as. Mr. President.

Wil l iam Tolbert  succeeded.to the Presidency in 1971 after  the death of ’
Wil l iam V.  US. Tubman.~~ A shrewd pol i t ic ian and. a successfu.1 businessman,
Tolbert, has worked toward changing Liberia’s image was a country run by a
corporate el i te .for i ts 0wnben.efi.t. He entrusted many,State decisions
10 his .younger brother, _... _.__ ~._the, late Finance Mini’ster,~‘.StephenTolbert. The
l a t t e r ’ s  d e a t h  i n  a  p l a n e  c r a s h  i n  A p r i l  1975 l e f t  a  void~~~in t h e  g o v e r n -
merit’s s t ructure  tha t  the, Pres ident  seems to  be  t ry ing  to  f i l l -h imsel f .

Tolbert ,  63, is  .western-or iented and ~definetely pro-United States.
B e l i e v i n g  t h a t  f r i e n d l y ,  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  a l l  n a t i o n s  are~essential f o r
world peace, he  is  one  o f  the~few Afr ican 1eaders:who have’he ld  ta lks
with South~African Prime M.inister.‘John Vorster.  to.try to promote a
dialogue between ~South Africa and other .African states.

A member of .a very~ weal.thy and,. prominent fami l,y;-~Tol bert is an Americo-
L iber ian . .  As  pastor  o f  the  Mt . Sinai Ba’ptist.church which he founded
in 1965 he was President of the Baptist World dalliance during 1965-
1970. An ar t icu la te~conversat iona l is t , Tolbert is good-natured and
hospi tab le .  He  does  not  dr ink .a lcohol .  He  is  a  33rd degree  Mason.
In October ,1974 he received the Family of Man Award ‘in New York. He
is marr ied and has seven chi,ldren. One son;Adolphus, is  marr ied to
the daughter of Ivory. Coast President Felix Houphouet-Boigny.
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